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1 . FORMATEUR LEO TINDEMANS (REFTEL) WAS REBUFFED APRIL 27 

IN HIS FIRST ATTEMPT TO DESIGN A NEW GOVERNMENT FOR BELGIUM 
WHEN THE SOCIALIST PARTY DECLINED HIS INVITATION TO ENTER 
NEGOTIATIONS LOOKING TO THE FORMATION OF A THREE-PARTY 
COALITION WITH THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN AND LIBERAL PARTIES. 
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THE MESSAGE OF REJECTION CITED IMCOMPATIBILITY OF 
SOCIALIST POLICIES WITH THE CONSERVATIVE POSITIONS OF 
THE LIBERALS. SOCIALIST PARTY TEACTICIANS DELIBERATELY 
HIGHLIGHTED THOSE DIFFERENCES BY HANDING THE LIBERALS 
A POLICY QUESTIONNAIRE TOUCHING ON REGIONALIZATION, 
STRUCTURAL REFORM OF THE ECONOMY, PUBLIC INVESTMENT IN 
INDUSTRY, AND GOVERNMENT FINANCES. THE LIBERALS DECLINED 
TO ANSWER. 

2. TINDEMANS HAD PROPOSED THE FORMATION OF A BROAD 
COALITION OF THE THREE TRADITIONAL PARTIES CAPABLE OF 
DEALING PURPOSEFULLY WITH SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 
PROBLEMS. HE SAID WEDNESDAY NIGHT HE WOULD SLEEP ON 

THE PROBLEM BEFORE DECIDING ON HIS NEXT MOVE. 

3. MEANWHILE, JEF HOUTHUYS, PRESIDENT OF THE CHRISTIAN 
TRADE UNION (CSC) DECLINED TO JOIN SOCIALIST UNION (FGTB) 

LEADER GEORGES DEBUNNE IN DRAFTING A "COMMON FRONT" 

POLICY PAPER WHICH WOULD MAKE ORGANIZED LABOR IN EFFECT 

AN INDEPENDENT PARTY TO THE NEGOTIATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT 
COALITION. HOUTHUYS TOLD HIS SOCILAIST COLLEAGUE 
THAT CSC WAS A LABOR ORGANIZATION, NOT A POLITICAL 
PARTY. END UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

4. COMMENT: THE FIRST ROUND IN WHAT COULD BE AN EXTENDED 
INTER-PARTY NEGOTIATION ENDED UNSURPRISINGLY, ALTHOUGH 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, WITH FRANCOPHONE CO-PRESIDENT 
ANDRE COOLS CALLING THE SHOTS, WAS NOTABLY PROVOCATIVE 
IN SPURNING PARTNERSHIP WITH THE LIBERALS. PRESUMABLY 
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COOLS WISHES TO ACHIEVE AN IMPRESSION OF SOCIALISTS 
LEADING FROM STRENGTH IN MANEUVERING TOWARD A TWO-PARTY 
SOCIALIST-CHRISTIAN COALITION.RENNER 
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